
With MicroStation V8 there are many enhancements every which way you turn.  One of the nifty 
new enhancements is the preview window on the MicroStation Manager dialog box.   
 

 
 

You might be thinking that this could be a handy tool to know what is in a drawing before you 
open it.  The question at hand here is how do you control it?  Does MicroStation simply save the 
last view that you had visible?  Well, yes it does.  That is not always helpful though.  Wouldn't it 
be nice to be able to zoom to an area in a DGN and make that the default view that shows up in 
the preview window? 
 
Okay here is the magic.   
 
• Zoom to the area in the drawing that you are wanting as the default view (particular part on a 

title block, familiar piece of an alignment, etc.)   
• Open the "Saved Views" dialog box 
• Create a new saved view called  "preview" (without the quotes of course) 
 
When you look at the file from your MicroStation Manager from now on, the saved view you 
created will be the default preview picture. 
 
For a quicker and easier way to accomplish this you will have to give up one of your function 
keys (which I hope by now you are using to the utmost) and assign this to one of them. 
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